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From the desk of Michelle McClendon. . . 

When the community gathers to listen and to talk… 

 

When the community gathers for prayer, contemplative reflection and 

open, honest conversation space is freed for the Spirit to work! Discussing our 

Providence values on Sunday morning led to some significant conversation 

about who we are as a church about to turn Sweet 16! At the last session of our 

Sunday morning values discussion, Josh Bledsoe suggested that what we 

needed to do next is to sit in communal silence together listening to God and 

to each other regarding the synthesis of our values discussions. So that’s exactly 

what we did on May 3.  

 

After sharing a meal together 

replete with rotisserie chicken, salads 

galore, sauerkraut and sausage, dense 

whole grain bread, mac and cheese and 

other casseroles, and even a pan full of 

Ianucci’s baked ziti—all topped off with 

homemade cookies and Carolyn Sierk’s 

famous brownies, we engaged in a time 

of centering prayer, contemplative 

reflection, followed by discussion. Folks 

were invited to choose a sacred word 

from the word cloud (on the cover of this issue and attached to the email) or 

the summary of our Sunday morning values discussion (also attached) that Kelly 

Hart had prepared for us to use. The sacred word is a meditation technique 

used to help re-focus when our minds get distracted during centering prayer.  

 

We used the following image and the Rainer Maria Rilke poem, The 

River, to begin our contemplative centering. 
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The River 

 

 by Rainer Maria Rilke (paraphrased) 

 

We believe in all that has never yet been spoken. 

We want to free what waits within us 

so that what no one has dared to wish for 

may for once spring clear 

without our contriving. 

If this is arrogant, God, forgive us, 

but this is what we need to say. 

May what we do flow from us like a river, 

no forcing and no holding back, 

the way it is with children. 

Then in these swelling and ebbing currents, 

these deepening tides moving out, returning, 

we will sing you as no one ever has, 

streaming through widening channels 

into the open sea. 

 

 

 Following our time of centering prayer, which was punctuated and 

enhanced by the playful sounds of children in the next room, we focused our 

contemplation on 6 questions based on the summary and word cloud in front 

of us, spending another 20 minutes or so considering these in silence. Some folks 

went outside, some moved to other parts of Providence House, but all of us 
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considered the following questions from our place of centered presence in 

God’s Spirit and with each other that our prayer practice had offered.  

 

 What stands out to you as you listen and consider the compilations from 

our values discussion? 

 What is missing from our discussion or the summary? 

 What do you most desire for Providence to be at this time in our history? 

 How can we best express that desire? 

 How has the interim affected our congregational identity? 

 How do your answers affect our 6 values? 

 

After 30+ minutes of silent prayer and 

reflection, we discussed our responses. Herb 

Sierk started the conversation: “I think we are 

truly an adolescent church right now—

searching in a variety of directions, trying lots 

of things, but lacking clarity about who we 

are and which way we want to go. That’s an 

adolescent reality.” Nods of assent, more 

silence, and then slowly but surely the 

conversation emerged. There were long 

pauses at first. Some folks shared the sacred 

word they chose and why: One person used 

beloved as she breathed in and belonging as 

she breathed out and noted that her 

subsequent reflection led her to realize the 

depth and diversity that is Providence, and to 

conclude that we all belong because we all 

are beloved. Others words used were 

faithfulness, openness, freedom. Some chose 

words from the poem: open sea, flow. 

Emerging from this was a discussion about the metaphorical meaning and 

the practical ramifications of music in our worship related to the line in 

Rilke’s poem “we will sing you as no one ever has.” 

 

“At root, it is a very simple 

method for reconnecting 

us with that natural 

aptitude for the inner life, 

that simplicity of our 

childhood, once your 

adult minds have 

become overly complex 

and busy….You allow 

your heart to open 

toward that invisible but 

always present Origin of 

all that exists…You simply 

let go and return to that 

open, silent attending 

upon the depths.”  

     

   ~ Cynthia Bourgeault  
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Some made observations based on their reflection:  

“I think, despite how hard it is to wait on a new pastor, there is a patient and 

calm assurance here that God is in control.” 

 “Our values may not have changed, but maybe our understandings of  

them have deepened and broadened, so we need some new words.” 

“Words can bind us and hang us up, so we need to be careful and let them 

be fluid and open.” 

“These compilations make me optimistic. This is a congregation that can do 

amazing things when we listen to God and to each other.” 

“The word fellowship is missing from our summaries. That is a key to 

Providence we don’t need to miss.” 

“I think we have a bit of an energy crisis. 

Maybe we should stop doing so many things 

and just focus on our fellowship together 

right now.” 

“That word growth has so many facets and 

meanings to it. We need to unpack it a bit. 

What is growth really for?” 

“I always have so many questions. And this 

poem keeps cropping up around here. I’ve 

seen it several times. Maybe we should listen 

to it. It has some good values in it—believe, 

free, flow, safe, open. Maybe we could 

explore those.”  

 

And then there were some hard questions:  

“What music or voices have we tuned out in our life together? And how do 

we reach out to bring in more children and youth? Have we tuned them 

out?” 

“Where and when do we ‘stand in the doorways and block up the halls’ 

around here?”  

“Where are we missing it?” 

“Are we waiting to grow up? Where are we stuck, stubborn, content in 

where we are and tempted to stay? Where have we grown complacent?” 

 

 

 

 



The Proclaimer 6 

 

“What keeps us from putting ourselves out there? Providence is different. 

How do we let people know we are different? Why don’t we share more 

about who we are?” 

 

The discussion ended with the consensus that the “gospel of Jesus Christ is 

inherently relevant” and “if we’re living that gospel—really living it as we are 

called to live it—people will flock.”  

 

This was a rich and productive, open and sometimes painfully honest, 

discussion. We will have another evening of potluck dinner, centering 

prayer, reflection time, and discussion on May 17. Attached to this email of 

the Proclaimer are the reflection materials we used on May 3. I invite you to 

get into this conversation. We need your reflection and your voice. We 

need you to help in this process of discernment. Who are we becoming as 

we turn 16? How do we live out the inherently relevant gospel? If we do, will 

folks flock? What have we tuned out? Where are we blocking the doorways 

and halls? What is the imaginative spirit dreaming in us next and how do we 

sing YOU as no one ever has? Those are the questions for May 17. I hope 

you will join us. We need you! 

Ministry Plan Giving April 2017 Update 

Offerings required by Ministry Plan (year-to-date): 

$58,890 

Offerings received (year-to-date): $48,728 

2017 Expenses (year-to-date): $35,758 

 April giving was 34% above the monthly plan 

requirements, but giving remains 12% behind 

where it was in April 2016 

 The offerings total of the month reflects a 

monthly percentage of three 1-time offerings thus 

far this year. 

 Our giving is much improved over our March 

total, but still $10,000 below the amount our 2017 

ministry plan calls for. 
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Fellowship & Small Groups. . . 
 

 DEEPER ~ Sundays following worship. Refreshments and conversation in 

Fellowship Hall. 

 WORSHIP MEAL AT JOSEPH’S CENTER ~ Sundays at 4pm ~ Contact Phillip 

Allen  

 PROVIDENCE WORSHIP AT CAROLINA RESERVE ~ First and Third Sundays at 

4pm ~ Contact Herb Sierk 

 FREE FOR ALL ~ Tuesdays @ 8:30am at Mike’s On Main ~ All are welcome as 

we discuss the upcoming Sunday’s scripture. 

 MID-DAY PRAYER ~ Tuesdays @ 12:00pm at Providence House ~Join us once 

a week for a time of prayer, song, and reflection. All faiths welcome to rest 

and reconnect! 

 CHOIR REHEARSAL ~ Second and Fourth Tuesdays at 7pm in the sanctuary. 

The Ensemble welcomes new members.  

 MEN’S FELLOWSHIP BREAKFAST ~ Meets the 2nd Friday of every month @ 

8:30am at Blackberry Mountain Café ~ All ages are welcome to join in 

fellowship and conversation. 

 LADIES FELLOWSHIP May 20th at 12:00 p.m.  Location TBA.  We are pleased to 

host speaker Sue Meserow.  Ladies won’t want to miss this event. Questions 

or RSVP to Joyce Faye Myers:   myejfay@gmail.com, Home : 828 595 4347, or 

Text:    828 290 4607 

A Note on Submissions…. 
 

Submissions deadline for Proclaimer articles is the 20th of each month. 

The deadline for each week’s E-News is Tuesday of each week. Please 

email submissions to info@providencecongregation.org.  

 

Ministry team leaders are encouraged to submit news and updates 

about their team’s activities and goals. If you have questions or need 

help compiling a submission, contact Davina at the above email 

address.  
 

  

mailto:info@providencecongregation.org
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     May Birthdays  
 

1 Kiera Wilmoth 

3      Everett Tate 

8       Anne Green 

9      Peggy Rowland   

11      Herb Sierk 

12      Rod McClendon 

13      Julie Bouchard 

14      Kathleen Lambert 

15      Dorrian Wilmoth 

18      Dave Lambert  

20      Terri Giommetti-Pace 

          Bob Bouchard 

23      Brooke Tate 

29      Dick Pierard 

 

  

 
 

IAM MAY REQUESTS 
 

Pantry Focus: Cereal, Powdered 

Milk, Canned Fruit, & Men’s Razors 

 

Clothing Focus: Children’s shorts & 

T-shirts, Children’s shoes, New 

Underwear, & Socks 
 

Drop items in the bin near the main 
entrance of the church. 

Providence Baptist Church 
PO Box 6476, Hendersonville, NC 28793 

providencecongregatio.org / 828-697-2878 
CCLI License Number: 2024088 

 

 SAVE THE DATE 
 

Sunday, June 4 
 

Providence Family Picnic 
at 

Elijah Mountain Gem 
Mine. 

 
Sub sandwiches for 

everyone and gem mining 
for the kids. 

 
 
  

http://www.providencecongregation.org/

